74                   THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS                    iv

each of the contracting States from among the most capable
and best-known lawyers. It has cognizance of all disputes
whatsoever between the contracting Powers ; deals with any
kind of dispute of an international character between individual
citizens of the Powers ; also with international issues in whichr
one of the Powers is interested and an outside Power, provided
the case is referred to it by virtue of a special Convention;
and, finally, with difficulties which might arise between the
legislative, executive, and judicial authorities in any one of
the five Central American States.

To the achievements of recent years which are worthy
of mention belong also the treaties concluded from 1913
onwards between the United States and various other Govern-
ments, commonly called the "Bryan Treaties," after the
American Secretary of State who was their originator. These
treaties, it is true, have not set up a Court of Justice em-
powered to judge contentious international issues, but have
confined themselves to making use of an institution which
the Hague Conventions had put to the test, i.e. to establishing
in the relations between the contracting Powers permanent
international inquiry commissions, whose action would be
preventive by suspending the opening of hostilities for a
fairly long period.

Such was the record of the institutions called into being
for the promotion of international justice, when in 1914 that
immense conflict arose which set Europe in flames. The
gaps and shortcomings of past achievements sprang into
prominence at the contemptuous refusal by Austria and her
Allies of the offer made them by Serbia, and thereafter by the
Emperor of Russia in person, to lay their Demands before the
judges at The Hague. Knowing that they had nothing to
expect from the discussion in which they were asked to take
part, the Central Powers preferred to appeal to arms. The
Treaties of Versailles and St. Germain have proclaimed the
end of their dreams of world-domination, and the triumph of
right.